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Youve used it for years in synagoguenow take your own copy home. Popularly known as the Hertz

Chumash, this classic Hebrew-English edition of the Five Books of Moses, with corresponding

Haftorahs, is used in synagogues and classrooms throughout the English-speaking world. In this

compact volume, the late Chief Rabbi of England, Rabbi Dr. Joseph Hertz, provides readers with a

lucid exposition of the text and the spiritual and ethical teachings of the Torah, culled from a wide

range of scholarly literature. It contains the full Hebrew text, line-by-line English translation, and the

classic Hertz commentary. Complete with all the Haftorahs for holidays and special Sabbaths.
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J. H. Hertz's edition of THE PENTATEUCH (The Torah) and HAFTORAHS is a solid work of

scholarship that demonstrates considerable work and shows clarity. This book is obviously useful

for devout Jewish people, but Christians (Catholic and Protestant) plus those who have no religious

affiliation but have an interest in biblical history and literature will enjoy this book. A knowledge of

Hebrew is useful, but the book is so well done that it is not absolutely necessary.Rabbi Hertz, the

editor of this book, did not accept the Documentary Hypothesis interpretation of the Torah and

Hebrew Bible or what is known as the TANAKH. For devout Christians, this is also know as the Old

Testament. As this reviewer stated elsewhere, he does accept the Documentary Hypothesis or at

least some form of it. In spite of these differences, this reviewer still considers Rabbi Hertz's book as

scholarly, detailed and exceptionally well written regardless of differences of opinion.Most Torah

commentaries are written in Hebrew with English translations for those who may not have a



command of the Hebrew language. Rabbi Hertz has the English translation in a parallel colume

which makes reading and cross reference easier which is a convenient aid. Rabbi Hertz has

excellent notes at the bottom of the pages to provide explanations of the text which is of

considerable help in interpreting the Hebrew text and English translations. Rabbi Hertz was honest

in that if he were not exactly sure of the original Hebrew, he admitted this and provided alternative

explanations.The Torah sections of this commentary have the Haftorah sections interspaced with

the books of the Torah (Genesis,Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy).
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